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Proposed amendment 

1 . (currently amended) A method for encrypting characters from a data element in 
a relational database, the method comprising: 

readin g, from a data type field associated with a first data element, a data type of 
the first element; 

interpreting said data type to form a restricting character set ; and 

encrypting each character of said first data element into an encrypted character 
selected from said restricting character set . 
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